INFORMATION FOR
SCHOOLS & YOUTH
GROUPS 2018–2019
Northern Ireland’s leading
children’s arts provider

INTRODUCTION
Young at Art is dedicated to enriching the lives of
children in Northern Ireland through the arts.
Young at Art was established in 1998 as the creator of
the region’s first international arts festival for children
and young people, the Belfast Children’s Festival. It now
engages with over 50,000 children and adults annually
through the festival, engagement programmes, the Young at
Art Events agency, professional training, and support for
developing theatre for young audiences.
Young at Art supports schools and youth groups through
a variety of programmes, a subsidised festival ticketing
scheme, resource packs, and professional training.

THE 21st ANNUAL BELFAST
CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL
8 - 13 March 2019

Priority booking now open for schools and groups this Autumn.

Our annual Belfast Children’s Festival, 8-13 March 2019,
is the perfect outing for school groups, offering bespoke
ticket deals and classroom resources linked to the
curriculum, meaning it can be a deeper learning experience
and much more than just a tick box exercise.

“

100% of schools attending said the festival exceeded
their expectations in terms of experience & relevance
to curriculum delivery.
School Post Event Survey

”

Young at Art offers schools and groups a discounted £5
ticket per person to the festival, with 1 free ticket per
every 10 purchased. Full price ticket value is £10. For
example a group of 28 costs £130 (includes 2 free tickets).

Register interest through the online enquiry form:
www.youngatart.co.uk/festival/group_enquiry or call: 028 9023 0660

RELAXED PERFORMANCES
Young at Art also offers ‘Relaxed Performances’ during
the festival with accompanying information packs. Relaxed
performances are open to everyone with the environment
specifically adapted to be suitable for children with
autistic spectrum conditions, learning difficulties and
anyone who would benefit from a more relaxed atmosphere.

For more information please visit:
www.youngatart.co.uk/access

LOO
Ponten Pie & El Mes Petit De Tots (Spain)
Loo is a hot, dry wind from Asia that
comes alive on summer afternoons. The

Upstairs at The MAC

show is a poetic exploration of the
changes this wind can cause: moving
the desert sand dunes, drying up
wetlands and jungles, leaving ships
buried in sandy oceans, unable
to sail.
Set around the bow of a sunken boat
in a sea of sand, the show uses
evocative music, buried objects and
stunning visual effects to give its
audience a first-hand experience of the
destructive effect of this wind... and

Age: 2-5 years
Duration: 30 mins
Schools Performances Dates & Times:
Tues 12 Mar 10am & 11am
Wed 13 Mar 10am & 11am			
		
Curriculum Links & Areas of Learning:
Foundation & Key Stage 1: The Arts, The
World Around Us, Personal Development
& Mutual Understanding, Physical
Development and Movement, Physical
Education, Mathematics & Numeracy

a chance to understand how and why
the Loo blows.
With support from: La Sala, Teatro Segarra, Generalitat de Catalunya

Tickets: Discounted £5 ticket per person
(1 free ticket per every 10 purchased)

ENQUIRE NOW
Please note performance times may be subject to change

MILO’S HAT TRICK
Cahoots NI (Northern Ireland)
Milo the Magnificent isn’t magnificent
at all. His card trick is hopeless.
His rope trick is useless and his hat

Naughton Studio,
The Lyric

trick is a total mess! Milo has one
last chance - to pull a rabbit out of
his hat at the next performance - or
else!
With carrot, string and stick, Milo
heads for the woods in search of a
rabbit. Instead he finds a bear, a very
talented bear, whose sensational hat
trick just might save Milo’s magic
act.
Young audiences can expect magic,
music and mischief in this delightful
adventure from the multi-award winning
Cahoots NI, based on the book by Jon

Age: 3+ years
Duration: 50mins
Schools Performances Dates & Times:
Fri 8 Mar 10am
Tues 12 Mar 10am & 11:30am
Wed 13 Mar 10am & 11:30am
Curriculum Links & Areas of Learning:
Foundation & Key Stage 1: The Arts,
The World Around Us, Personal
Development & Mutual Understanding,
Physical Development and Movement,
Physical Education
Tickets: Discounted £5 ticket per person
(1 free ticket per every 10 purchased)

Agee, adapted for the stage by Paul

ENQUIRE NOW

Bosco McEneaney.

Please note performance times may be subject to change

OFFSPRING
Maiden Voyage Dance (Northern Ireland)
Maiden Voyage is back with a new
show having enthralled previous BCF

Upstairs at The MAC

audiences with Quartet for 15 Chairs
and Pause & Effect.
It’s the future. Aliens are in charge
and are particularly curious about
a thing humans used to do called
dancing. But, with no humans left to
teach them, how will they figure out
the steps?
Expect deadpan humour, precise antics
and more than a bit of confusion!

Age: 4-7 years
Duration: 35mins
Schools Performances Dates & Times:
Fri 8 Mar 10am & 11:15am
Curriculum Links & Areas of Learning:
Foundation & Key Stage 1: The Arts,
The World Around Us, Personal
Development & Mutual Understanding,
Physical Development and Movement,
Physical Education
Tickets: Discounted £5 ticket per person
(1 free ticket per every 10 purchased)

ENQUIRE NOW
Please note performance times may be subject to change

OORLOG (WAR)
Theater Artemis (Netherlands)
“Sorry,
We wish we had something sensible to

Downstairs at The MAC

say. But a war is too big a thing even
for us.”
Children have their own ideas about
war, but try as we might we adults
never have any real answers for them.
Prompted by this, Theater Artemis take
the elusive subject by the horns.
Something about a balloon slowly
deflating, a nose bleeding, little
helicopters falling down from a tree,
a shower crying, audience members
shooting and three soldiers roller-

Age: 7+ years
Duration: 50mins
Schools Performances Dates & Times:
Fri 8 Mar 10.30am
Curriculum Links & Areas of Learning:
Key Stage 2 & 3: Language and Literacy,
Mathematics and Numeracy, The
Arts, The World Around Us, Personal
Development and Mutual Understanding,
Physical Education, English with Media
Education, Learning for Life and Work,
Environment and Society, Science
and Technology

skating and talking backwards. Huh?
Come and see this powerful

Tickets: Discounted £5 ticket per person
(1 free ticket per every 10 purchased)

performance & decide for yourself.

ENQUIRE NOW
Please note performance times may be subject to change

EXPEDITION PETER PAN
Het Laagland (Netherlands)
Plucked from their busy jobs, five
adult strangers find themselves in a

Downstairs at The MAC

world of bedside tables and nightlights. This is Neverland, a twilight
zone between dreaming and waking.
Anything can happen here, if only
you’re willing to see it.
Journey with them to Neverland on
a wild adventure of imagination,
rediscovery and hilarious surprises in
this quirky, high-energy show based on
one of our best-loved bedtime stories.

Age: 7-12 years
Duration: 75mins
Schools Performances Dates & Times:
Tues 12 Mar 10.45am
Wed 13 Mar 10.45am
Curriculum Links & Areas of Learning:
Key Stage 1 & 2: Language and Literacy,
Mathematics and Numeracy, The Arts,
The World Around Us, Personal
Development and Mutual Understanding,
Physical Education
Tickets: Discounted £5 ticket per person
(1 free ticket per every 10 purchased)

ENQUIRE NOW
Please note performance times may be subject to change

INTRO TO JAZZ
Moving On Music (Northern Ireland)
Join the David Lyttle Trio for a
fun part-performance part-workshop

Black Box

especially for primary school
children. This informal session will
introduce young audiences to the
basic elements of jazz music with the
opportunity to take part and show
their creative side!
Children will get to hear some
familiar songs transformed by the
jazz trio, learn about simple jazz
melodies and rhythms, the instruments
used, and have the opportunity to try

Age: 7-11 years
Duration: 60mins
Schools Performances Dates & Times:
Mon 11 March 10am
Curriculum Links & Areas of Learning:
Key Stage 1 & 2: Language and Literacy,
The Arts,The World Around Us, Personal
Development and Mutual Understanding
Tickets: Discounted £3 ticket per person
(1 free ticket per every 10 purchased)

ideas out!

ENQUIRE NOW
Please note performance times may be subject to change

WE COME FROM FAR, FAR AWAY
NIE (New International Encounter Theatre) (Norway/ UK/ Czech Republic)
Tour supported by Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Inside a traditional Mongolian yurt
there is a small tent, and inside this

Factory at The MAC

tent there is a boy. He has travelled
a long way from Syria, mostly on his
own. He can show you the things he
has brought with him and he can tell
you the reasons for his journey, but
he can’t tell you where the
story ends.
Based on true stories shared by young
refugees aged 13–18 yrs who have
arrived alone to seek asylum. Using
live music, storytelling, clowning,
comedy, shadow puppetry and a small
tent, this show tells a big story in a
beautifully intimate way.

Show is followed by short discussion.

Age: 10+ years
Duration: 75mins
Schools Performances Dates & Times:
Mon 11 Mar 10am & 12pm
Tues 12 Mar 10am & 12pm
Wed 13 Mar 10am & 12pm
Curriculum Links & Areas of Learning:
Key Stage 2 & 3: Language and Literacy,
Mathematics and Numeracy,
The Arts, The World Around Us,
Personal Development and Mutual
Understanding, Physical Education,
English with Media Education, Learning
for Life and Work, Environment
and Society
Tickets: Discounted £5 ticket per person
(1 free ticket per every 10 purchased)
Please note performance times may be subject to change

ENQUIRE NOW

REMOVED
Prime Cut (Northern Ireland)
For three years Prime Cut and writer
Fionnuala Kennedy have collaborated

Brian Friel Theatre, QUB

with VOYPIC, working with young people
in the care system across Northern
Ireland, learning from them and
exploring their experiences.
Removed is an accurate reflection of
the experiences of these young people
and provides a platform for voices
rarely, if ever, heard.
Adam’s story is fictional. It is not
the story of any one individual
person, but rather an amalgam of the

Age: 14+ years
Duration: 60mins
Schools Performances Dates & Times:
Tues 12 Mar 10.30am
Wed 13 Mar 10.30am
Curriculum Links & Areas of Learning:
Key Stage 3: English with Media
Education, The Arts, Learning for Life and
Work, Environment and Society
Tickets: Discounted £5 ticket per person
(1 free ticket per every 10 purchased)

many various stories heard; some sad,
some funny, some terrifying, all very
real and very important.
Removed by Fionnuala Kennedy has been developed

ENQUIRE NOW

through Prime Cut’s Participate Programme and is
supported by Creative Europe.
Please note performance times may be subject to change

IRISH LANGUAGE AUTHORS PROGRAMME
(NI & ROI)

MÁIRE ZEPF
Join author Máire Zepf for storytelling, dressing up
and games as she introduces Rita’s latest adventure

Following a very successful programme last year, we
are planning some very exciting events for BCF19*
with several Irish Language authors including:

in Rita agus an Dragún.

Age: P4 &P5
Dates & Times: Fri 8 March 10am & 11:30am

•

Máire Zepf

•

Tadhg Mac Dhonnagáin

TADHG MAC DHONNAGÁIN

•

Sadhbh Devlin

Through music and literature Tadhg Mac Dhonnagáin
will explore his own book Uinseann Donn and his

Participants will meet the authors, hear them read

translation of Julia Donaldson/Axel Scheffler hit

and discuss their books, and join in fun games and

picture books A Squash and a Squeeze (Mo Theachín

activities. Events will be conducted through Irish.

gan Chuma gan Chaoi) and The Smartest Giant in Town

In partnership with Cultúrlann McAdam Ó Fiaich.

(An Fathach is Breátha sa Tír).

An Cultúrlann

Age: P3
Dates & Times: Mon 11 March 10.30am & Tues 12 March 10:30am

Suitable for P1 – P5
Fri 8 – Wed 13 March, morning sessions
Tickets: Free - booking essential
*Funding to be confirmed; however enquiries now open.

SADHBH DEVLIN
Author Sadhbh Devlin will introduce her new book
Beag Bídeach.

Age: P1-P4
Dates & Times: Wed 13 March at 10am & 11:30am

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COURSES FOR
TEACHERS AND EDUCATION PROFESSIONALS
Drama
All About Play is a creative drama training programme designed
by Young at Art to assist pre-school and primary teachers in
their use of drama in the classroom. Delivered over 1 day, the
inspirational course is divided into two strands - All About

Educators can access the training individually
through our full day session on the 19th January
2019, at a cost of £30 versus the regular price of
£95 if booked before the 7th December 2018.

Playing (Foundation & Key Stage 1) and All About Plays

To book visit:
www.youngatart.co.uk/education/training

(Key Stage 1 & 2)

“

I will encourage other members of staff to come to
this workshop (brilliant). Highly recommended.
Participant feedback

”

The training can also be held in your school or
we can work with a number of schools, principal
clusters or hubs.

In a relaxed, fun environment, it empowers participants
through active learning and participatory drama experiences.
Professional facilitators build participants’ existing skills
base and show how to incorporate creative approaches to the use
of drama in the classroom, linking activities to the Pre-school
and Primary curricula. The course is accompanied by a printed
booklet, video resource and a prop box of drama equipment

To find out more, contact Emma Berkery,
Education Officer at: education@youngatart.co.uk
or call 028 9023 0660

Storytelling
All About Tales is a creative storytelling course developed
by Young at Art to support teachers in delivering engaging
storytelling experiences in the classroom.

The one-day course

focuses on how best to engage children from 3 to 11 years in books
and stories through building key storytelling skills. The course
examines stand-alone storytelling, active storytelling, the use of
props and resources, and storytelling as a cross-curricular tool.
Learn techniques and skills to help children engage, as well as
develop key skills in the reader – tone, pitch, body language,
physical expression etc.

Educators can access the training individually through our full day session on
9 February 2019, at a cost of £30 versus the regular price of £95 if booked
before 7 December 2018.
To book visit: www.youngatart.co.uk/education/training
The training can also be held in your school or we can work with a
number of schools, principal clusters or hubs.

To find out more, contact Emma Berkery, Education Officer at:
education@youngatart.co.uk or call 028 9023 0660

Visual Art
All About Art is a fully participatory creative arts course
developed by Young at Art to support teachers in delivering childled visual art experiences in the classroom. The one-day course
focuses on how best to engage children from 3 to 11 years in
art experiences, which foster their confidence, problem solving,
critical thinking and creative skills.
The course aims to give teachers the confidence to open up art in
their classroom to creative possibilities, by disregarding the
use of templates and instead focusing on the creative process.
All About Art highlights the endless opportunities for crosscurricular links through art and is designed to reference the
curriculum from Foundation to Key Stage 2.

Educators can access the training individually through our full day session on
23 February 2019, at a cost of £30 versus the regular price of £95 if booked
before 7 December 2018.
To book visit www.youngatart.co.uk/education/training
The training can also be held in your school or we can work with a
number of schools, principal clusters or hubs.

To find out more, contact Emma Berkery, Education Officer at:
education@youngatart.co.uk or call 028 9023 0660

FREE CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOPS
FOR PRIMARY & SECONDARY
SCHOOLS & YOUTH GROUPS
Fighting Words Belfast is the creative writing centre
for children and young people in Northern Ireland
aged 6 to 18. We deliver creative writing workshops in
our dedicated space at Skainos, 239 Newtownards Road,
East Belfast. In a two hour workshop pupils are taken
on a story-making journey with the support of trained
volunteer writing mentors. All participants leave as
published writers with their own storybook.

“

The workshops really unlocked the children’s imagination.
The way the workshop valued the children’s ideas, no matter
how outlandish really alleviated the stresses and pressures
sometimes experienced during writing activities. Witnessing
reluctant writers really engaging in writing sessions
was a pleasant surprise.
Teacher feedback

”

Register interest for a free creative writing workshop online:
www.youngatart.co.uk or call Marnie Kennedy, Project Co-ordinator
on 028 9023 0660 or email outreach@fightingwords.co.uk

WRITE CLUB
Fighting Words Belfast runs a free drop-in after-school club.
Write Club at The Duncairn
Duncairn Avenue, North Belfast.
A space for young writers to work independently on their
own projects with support from our volunteer writing
mentors, suitable for ages 13-18. Every Wednesday, 4-6pm.
We welcome new members throughout the year. We ask that a parent or guardian complete a
registration form. The form is available to download from the website.

Find out more about Write Club online: www.youngatart.co.uk
You can also call Marnie Kennedy, Project Co-ordinator on:
028 9023 0660 or email outreach@fightingwords.co.uk
Fighting Words Belfast patrons:
Lucy Caldwell
Roddy Doyle
Dave Eggers
Nick Hornby
Paul Muldoon
Glenn Patterson
Fighting Words Belfast is supported by a partnership between Young at Art, Fighting Words,
Dublin, and the 174 Trust

HIRE US! YOUNG AT ART EVENTS
The Young At Art Events agency delivers unique and unforgettable
experiences for children and families, such as creative art
workshops, shows, interactive tours, storytellers, themed walkaround characters, musicians, magicians, and face-painters.
We can deliver artist-led workshops such as paper marbling,
mosaic, fabric & paper printing, mural, and drama.
We’ve successfully worked with nursery & primary schools, scouts
& brownies, and many youth and community groups.
If you are organising school art activities, a family event, fun
day, or jamboree, save on valuable time and resources by hiring
us to provide quality arts experiences for children and
young people.
Our professional team of artists and event facilitators will
bring a lot of energy and colour to your event. We can suggest
what would work best for you, offering off-the shelf and bespoke
workshops and performances.

To find out more visit www.youngatart.co.uk/our-work/agency
or contact Morag Stuart, Programme Officer on:
programme@youngatartevents.co.uk or call 028 9023 0660

