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This is The Lyric Theatre where you will see your performance.

!

This is the main door.
You will come into the building through this door.

!

This is the recep=on desk.
This is where you will get any informa=on you need.

This is Lena.
Lena is here to help you if you need it.

These are the steps will go up on the way to your performance.

!

There will be lots of other children and adults here on
the day of your visit.
Your performance is in the Naughton Studio.

This is the door to the Naughton Studio.
You go through this door when it is =me for your performance.

!

It may be a liGle dark inside but not too dark.

These are your seats.

!

!

Here are some examples of the toilet signs.

!

!

!

This what some of the toilets will look like.

!

This is a special area for you if you need a break
during your visit.
It is called the Mary O’Malley space.

You can take the liI or the stairs to the Mary O’Malley space.
It is on level 4.
You can come back to the performance whenever you like.

This is a relaxa=on toy. It will be available at your
performance and is yours to take home.

These are earplugs. They will be available at your
performance and are yours to take home.

If you need a break, you can take the stairs or the liI and go to
The Mc Grath Suite.

Here you will ﬁnd our special Chill Out Zone where you can take
some =me for yourself and come back to the show when you are
ready.

Here is a story about the performance you will see.

The performance is called

Milo’s Hat Trick
by

Cahoots NI

What is Milo’s Hat Trick?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Milo’s Hat Trick is a theatre show for children.
The show is performed through mime, dance, theatre and puppetry.
Milo the Magniﬁcent and the animals he meets do not talk. Popovich, the theatre
manager, is the only character who speaks.
The curtains on stage will open and close at diﬀerent speeds throughout the
performance to reveal props or characters.
The play has lots of illusions and magic, so objects and people disappear into boxes
and appear when you least expect them. All of the tricks are very safe for the
performers.
Milo’s Hat has a life of its own and some=mes moves around the stage by itself. It
contains lights that can shine diﬀerent colours throughout the show.
The performance will be 50 minutes long, without an interval.
There are some sound eﬀects and music underscoring the piece which can be a
liGle loud at some =mes throughout the show.
The show will start at 50% ligh=ng. This will then decrease later on in the show.
Some smoke and fog is used at moments in the show.

What happens in the story?
•

The story starts in a theatre dressing room with a hat, Milo’s hat, on stage.

•

The curtain opens to reveal Milo, ready to start his day. He brushes his teeth and combs his hair.
Milo is a happy, friendly character - a magician, but not a very good one!

•

Another curtain opens to reveal Popovich - the Theatre Manager, geYng ready to start her day.
Popovich treats Milo very unkindly and is a grumpy, greedy character who smokes a cigar.

•

Milo looks for his hat and eventually ﬁnds it - it is ﬁlled with smoke from Popovich’s cigar.

•

Popovich sings a song, welcoming us to Milo’s magic show.

•

Milo’s show is terrible! He tries, and fails, to make objects appear out of thin air, be an escapologist
and a mind reader. Popovich asks adult audience members for help with some of the tricks.

•

All of Milo’s tricks go wrong and the audience, and Popovich are not impressed. When he tries to
pull a rabbit out of the hat for his grand ﬁnale, all he manages to pull out is a mouse!

•

Back in his dressing room, Milo is shouted at by Popovich who tells him he has one last chance to
pull a rabbit out of his hat or else he will lose his job!

•

Milo is sad and stares into his hat looking for the answer - he doesn’t want to lose his job! Milo is
shocked when he ﬁnds a white feather in his hat.

•

We see a person reﬂected in Milo’s mirror- a dancer/puppeteer represen=ng nature.

•

Leaves fall from the ceiling as Milo is transported into a magical forest in his mind, where he
encounters some animals.

•

First comes a white bird. We see the bird represented by the dancer, and she then animates a bird
puppet.

•

Milo is surprised to ﬁnd a carrot, a s=ck and a piece of string inside his hat.

•

As Milo explores the forest further, he then sees a rabbit, again brought to life by our dancer and a
rabbit puppet.

•

Milo suddenly remembers - he needs a rabbit for his trick! He will try and catch it with the carrot,
=ed with a string to the long s=ck.

•

Milo sits in wait to catch the rabbit, but eventually driIs oﬀ to sleep. We see our dancer reappear
as an animal, a big, strong animal. It’s not a rabbit, it’s a….bear!

•

Milo is scared at ﬁrst but learns that the bear is friendly. It seems the bear is beGer at magic tricks
than Milo, and he shows oﬀ his skills, making Milo’s handkerchief ﬂoat in the air.

•

The magical bear can even vanish himself inside a hat and reappear somewhere else!

•

Milo realises this is just the thing he needs to save his job. He takes the bear (inside the hat) and
journeys back to the theatre on the train.

•

When Milo is geYng oﬀ the train he accidentally liIs the wrong hat. His hat, with the bear inside, is
let loose in the city!

•

Milo knows he needs to ﬁnd the bear, but is scared of what Popovich will say if he is late to his own
show - so he runs around the city looking for his hat while Popovich chases him.

•

The bear (in the hat) ﬁnds his own way back to the theatre and we see the hat move itself into
posi=on on stage.

•

Milo astounds the audience with his new magical best friend and their hat rou=ne.

•

For the grand ﬁnale, the bear disappears into the box, which is then revealed to be empty. The box
is then closed and opened again to reveal Popovich inside.

•

She sings a song about Milo and his bear - Popovich sees that they could make the theatre lots of
money, and the show tours all over the world, playing show aIer show.

•

AIer one of the shows, Popovich is leI alone with the bear. She is scared of him and doesn’t
realise that he is friendly. She frightens him oﬀ using a s=ck.

•

Performing the same tricks over and over again makes the Bear very =red, and he becomes a liGle
sad and sleepy. He needs =me to hibernate!

•

Milo sees this and realises the show must come to an end. He plucks up the courage to leave
Popovich and the theatre behind and start his own, new journey.

•

Milo performs his show one last =me, but instead of the bear vanishing, Milo climbs into his own
suitcase and disappears. He is magniﬁcent aIer all!

•

At the end of the show the actors come out and take a bow. We see Milo’s hand waving from his
hat, on top of his suitcase. His hand vanishes and suddenly Milo appears in the audience. He comes
on stage and takes a bow.

The set looks like this

This is Milo The Magniﬁcent

This is Popovich - The Theatre
Manager

This is The Bear

This is The Bird

This is the Rabbit

At the end of the show there will be clapping.

People clap to tell the actors they enjoyed the show.

We hope that you will have a great =me with us !

This pack was complied for you by Young at Art.
We would like to thank The Ark for their advice and support.
We would also like to thank The Lyric Theatre, and all Young at Art friends for their
support of Relaxed Performances.

