BELFAST CHILDREN'S
FESTIVAL 2021
ONLINE
5- 14 MARCH
SCHOOLS BROCHURE
This year a lot of things are different.
One thing that remains the same is our goal of providing
schools exceptional creative experiences for children, young
people and the adults in their lives.
In line with guidance this year's festival will take place
entirely online. Our schools programme has been split this
year, with many workshops and programmes ready to operate later
in the year, when Schools are back and it's safe to do so.
In the meantime we still have a range of events available to
schools during the festival period- the majority are available
for free. We hope that this may widen participation and
accessibility for schools, and that parents can use these
curriculum links as a homeschooling resource.
The current list of shows have been selected to work across the
classroom and home learning environment.
We know that in each classroom digital access is different so
if you're interested in one of these performances let us know
via our website and we'll be back in touch to work out what
might work for you. Get in touch: boxoffice@youngatart.co.uk

FIND OUT MORE AT
YOUNGATART.CO.UK/FESTIVAL/SCHOOLS

INSECT HANDS & SUNNY
DAYS: SECOND HAND
DANCE

EXPLORE THE WORLD BENEATH YOUR FEET
Look down. What are you standing on?
Explore the ground and all its wriggling
inhabitants in this double bill of short and sweet quirky dance films.
Shot in the great outdoors, both films celebrate the magic of the natural
world - rolling in long grass, finding spiders in the park and the warm
feeling of the sun on your face.
Sunny Days and Insect Hands will inspire you to look a little more
closely at the world around you, get moving, get outside and
play.
SUNNY DAYS
Duration: 5 mins
Feel, hear & smell the world around you. Roll in
the long grass, scrunch it beneath your fingers
& take a long deep breath.
Sunny Days encapsulates the magic of being free,
of moving with abandon, and playing in the
outdoors. A dance film for little explorers.
INSECT HANDS
Duration: 7 mins
Join Takeshi & his animated minibeast friends
for a dance
in the great outdoors. A dance that invites you
to look a little more closely at the world
around you.
Autumnal blooms, tickly toes & scrunchy leaves
inspire you to get outside, get moving, & play.
How many insects can you spot?

AGE GUIDE: FOUNDATION
STAGE, KS1
DURATION: 15 MINS
CURRICULUM LINKS:
THE ARTS
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
& SOCIAL
UNDERSTANDING
CRITICAL THINKING
AVAILABLE ON DEMAND ON
REQUEST

Available with audio
description

WHITEOUT:
BARROWLAND BALLET
(SCOTLAND)
AGE GUIDE: KS2+
DURATION: 11 MINS
CURRICULUM LINKS:
THE ARTS
PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
PERSONAL
DEVELOPMENT AND
MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING
AVAILABLE ON DEMAND ON
REQUEST

Whiteout gives resonance to the complexities of bi-racial
relationships.
Informed by her personal experiences of a white European who
married a black African and as the mother of bi-racial
children, Natasha Gilmore explores this issue with honesty and
humour.
Powerful, and touching, this film stimulates conversation about
race and racism, even within a family unit, while celebrating
human connections beyond racial difference.
Featuring an interracial cast and original composition by Luke
Sutherland.

STRINGS:
BARROWLAND BALLET
(SCOTLAND)

Strings brings together young people with complex needs such as
autism with dance artists from Barrowland Ballet.
The performance uncovers the rich possibilities for connection
through dance and celebrates the creative playfulness they discover
together and children’s ability to take the lead.

AGE GUIDE: KS1 & 2
DURATION: 12 MINS
CURRICULUM LINKS:
THE ARTS
PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
PERSONAL
DEVELOPMENT AND
MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING
AVAILABLE ON DEMAND ON
REQUEST

TURNABOUT:
MAIDEN VOYAGE DANCE
(NORTHERN IRELAND)

AGE GUIDE: KS2
DURATION: 15 MINS
CURRICULUM LINKS:
THE WORLD AROUND US
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
AND MOVEMENT
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
AND MUTUAL
UNDERSTANDING
THE ARTS
AVAILABLE ON DEMAND ON
REQUEST

Maiden Voyage presents Turnabout a new dance and music
performance about all our stories being stories of hope,
where we find hope and what we do if we lose hope.
This new quartet is choreographed by Jennifer Rooney with
music specially commissioned from award-winning composer
Elaine Agnew.
The text was developed by writer Olive Broderick from
workshops with P6 & P7 classes from St Kieran's PS, St
Joseph’s PS, and Rathcoole PS and has been recorded by 80
young voices from Belfast Philharmonic Youth and Chamber
Choirs.
MVD will be offering school workshops in relation to the
piece in April.

IRISH LANGUAGE
AUTHOR PROGRAMME
CURATED BY MAÍRE ZEPF

Máire Zepf is an Irish-language children's author with 8 published books, from
picture books to YA. Winner of an IBBY Honour Award for Ireland 2016-8, a
Children's Book Award from the Literacy Association of Ireland and 2 Oireachtas
prizes for fiction, her work has been translated to 7 languages worldwide. From
2017-9, Máire was the first ever Children's Writing Fellow for NI. Her Rita series
of picture books with illustrator Andrew Whitson have won a loyal fan-base among
young Irish-speakers around the country.

MÁIRE NIC MHAOLÁIN: HARRY POTTER NA GAELIGE
“Bhí cónaí ar mhuintir Dursley in uimhir a
ceathair Privet Drive…” The first words of JK
Rowling’s timeless classic are familiar to
readers young and old the world over, and
learners and lovers of the Irish language have
delighted in Máire nic Mhaoileain’s sparkling
translation Harry Potter agus an Órchloc, which
perfectly captures the wit and invention of the
much loved original.
Máire’s session is available for public booking
on Sat 6 March & we will be recording this
session to make it available for schools by
request. Delivered in Irish

RITA AGUS LAMPA DRAÍOCHTA: MÁIRE ZEPF
Rita wants a genie. Máire Zepf, author of
the 'Rita' series will be celebrating her
new book with storytelling, games and some
extra-special genie skills! 'Rita agus Lampa
Draíochta' is the eagerly-awaited sixth book
in the series. school children.
Wednesday 10th March 2021: 2 x sessions
suitable for P1-P3 or P4-P5 primary school
children. Delivered in Irish

IRISH LANGUAGE
AUTHOR PROGRAMME
CURATED BY MAÍRE ZEPF

MÓR AGUS MUILC: KIM SHARKEY AND DÓNALL Ó CNÁIMHSÍ FORDE
Coming from the rich Gaeltacht heritage Gaoth Dobhair
Gaeltacht, Dónall Ó Cnáimhsí has been immersed in the
Irish storytelling tradition from a young age.

Dónall is an Irish Language Planner for the northwest and
has worked as an Irish language assistant in Belfast. Kim
Sharkey illustrates, animates, paints and makes ceramics.
Her work draws on inspiration from the abundance of native
wildlife and the wonder-filled tales of folklore that are
woven into the landscape and pulse through the veins of
the people who are rooted in this land. Her artwork has
exhibited nationally and internationally.
Mór agus Muilc was passed down to Dónall and his siblings
from his Uncle John Óg Hiúdaí Néidí (1918- 2006), who
heard it from older story tellers when he was a boy. A
folktale from Donegal that is as old as the mist, but as
true today as the day it was first told, it has been
brought to life and beautifully illustrated by Kim
Sharkey.
A tale of life, and of death, the book was nominated for
Children’s Books Ireland Book of the Year Award.
Friday 12 March 10am & 11.30am. Delivered in Irish.

COMING SOON...

AR STRAE: PATRICIA FORDE

Patricia Forde is a bilingual writer who creates
stories for print, television and the stage. Her
picture books, middle grade and young adult novels
has been published widely across the world,
including the UK, US, China, France, South Africa,
Korea and Finland. Also an established children’s
television writer, her credits include Mire Mara,
for RTÉ, Ireland’s national broadcaster, which sol
to nineteen countries worldwide.

Nizar is a boy far from home, the war-torn land o
Syria. A refugee, he lives in a converted hotel as
his mother waits for news of permission to stay an
news of Nizar's father, lost in the fog of war.
When Nizar meets a stray neglected dog, he decides
to hide it in his room, a decision that adds to th
boy's already uncertain future.

CREATIVE PATHWAYS
COMING SOON...

HAVE YOU EVER WANTED TO WORK IN THE
CREATIVE INDUSTRIES?
Pre-Covid the creative industries
contributed almost £13 million to the UK
economy every hour!
Generating more than £100 billion to the
economy each year and employing more than
2 million people, this is more than
agriculture.
This vibrant sector presents lots of
career opportunities, but how do you get
started?
We’ve asked some top professionals in
their field to talk about their pathways
into the creative economy, share their
career trajectories with you, and discuss
what they think the future will hold for
the sector.
You will also have the opportunity to ask
them your own questions too.
Supported by U105
and Arts and Business NI
Email boxoffice@youngatart.co.uk
to register interest.

AGE GUIDE: YEAR 10+
DURATION: 1 HOUR
CURRICULUM LINKS:
THE ARTS & CAREERS
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
LEARNING FOR LIFE AND
WORK
HOSTED TO SCHOOLS VIA
ZOOM. DATE TBC

For more information about any of our
shows email boxoffice@youngatart.co.uk

