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PRESS RELEASE 

Belfast Children’s Festival 2012 Highlights 

The city’s favourite family festival, Belfast Children’s Festival (9March  – 16 March 2012), returns with a week long programme of fun-filled events and low cost activities for children aged 0-14. 

With a new theme of ‘Escape’, the Belfast Children’s Festival would like to invite families and children from across Northern Ireland to experience the very best in children’s theatre, music, dance, visual art and literature. 

This year we are delighted to offer a range of exciting local and international performances;

The Terrific adventures of brave Johanna Woodsword (12 – 13 March) was a highlight of the 2010 Bank of Scotland Imaginate Festival and is now coming to Belfast. 

This is an imaginative journey into a famous story of bravery and honesty in the face of your problems as Johanna escapes into her imagination and begins a great adventure as Joan of Arc, going to war to save France.  
Here’s a wonderful chance to take little ones to a theatre show designed especially for them -  My House (15 – 16 March), a beautifully simple piece of unusual interactive performance explores all the senses; engaging sight, sound, touch, taste and smell. 

This is a great first theatre experience for young children aged 18 months – 3years.
The Giant is Coming (10 – 14 March) is a unique event combining interactive installation and live performance, exploring what a ‘giant’ is from a child’s perspective and how great things can come from small beginnings. The show will be touring in the lead up to the 2012 Cultural Olympiad event ‘Land of Giants’.
The most popular music and dance sensation for babies and parents is back, Baby Rave – Baby Ska (10 - 11 March). Complete with DJ, dance facilitators, lighting, projections and pram parking, the Waterfront Auditorium will be transformed with the two-tone beats of The Specials to Madness, its black and white all the way. 
A mother commented: ‘I bring my daughter every year. She hasn’t missed a Baby Rave yet! Love it!’
Other Highlights include;

Open House, a free open space that will act as a central hub for the festival, in the Assembly  Rooms, with art activities, Tea & Tales/ Sos agus Scéalta, Many Hands Exhibition, Cardboard Cities and The Giant is Coming – part of the Cultural Olympiad Event. Open House will take place in the Assembly Rooms throughout the festival on Friday 9 March 3pm - 6pm & Saturday 10 March  – Friday 16 March 11am - 6pm
Festival in a Weekend - The Belfast Waterfront will once again be transformed for a weekend of exciting children’s activities including Baby Rave, a celebration of World Book Day, Cinema in a Weekend, workshops and loads more for the whole family to enjoy throughout the two days.  Festival in a Weekend takes place in the Belfast Waterfront on Saturday 10 March & Sunday 11 March 12pm – 5pm

… and there’s more!
An All-Island Showcase - As part of the 2012 Making Space programme Young at Art are showcasing some of the best theatre performances for children produced by companies throughout Ireland and Northern Ireland including Cahoots NI, Replay Theatre Company, Púca Puppets, Theatre Papilio and the artists represented by Young at Art Events.
Tickets for Belfast Children’s Festival events are available from; 

Box Office, Young at Art, Cotton Court, 30 -42 Waring Street, Belfast, BT1 2ED, By Phone 028 90243042 and from the Belfast Children’s Festival website: www.belfastchildrensfestival.com    

ENDS 

NOTES TO EDITORS

1. The Belfast Children’s festival Friday 9 March – Friday 16 March 2012.  is run by Young at Art, a children’s charity funded by the Arts Council of Northern Ireland, the ACNI Lottery Fund and Belfast City Council
2. Ticket prices are £5 or lower for most performances. Discounted tickets for schools and groups are available. To find out more about festival events visit the website www.belfastchildrensfestival.com 

3. Media enquiries to please contact Vicki Johnston by email vicki@youngatart.co.uk  or telephone: 028 90 230660
